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Drivers of the Next Economy

Agenda
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Metropolitan Business Planning (from theory to practice)

Getting to Ground in Milwaukee

Institutional Capacity and Next Steps
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GDP Growth, 1950-2000

ω Human Capital

ω Information technologies

ω Product innovation; flexible 
customization

ω Firm, consumer and knowledge 
networks

ω Increasing returns; divergence

The Global Economy is Undergoing a Fundamental 
Transformation, Driven by Knowledge Assets

Source:άDǊŜŜƴǎǇŀƴ ²ŜƛƎƘǎ 9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ CƛƴŘǎ ŀ 
[ƛƎƘǘŜǊ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅΣέWall Street Journal 3
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As a Result, the Economy is More Dynamic 

Sources: Newsweek, Manyika, Lund and AugusteΣ άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
!ǎƘŜǎΣέ уΦмсΦнлмлΤ .ǊƻƻƪƛƴƎǎ Lƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ
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-- and Global
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Top 100 Metros Share of U.S. Total    

Sources: Brookings analysis of US Census Bureau, FAA, BLS, NIH, NSF, and BEA data; Brookings, ExportNation, 2010 (2008 data);Forthcoming research from Brookings and Battelle
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